Origin
During evaluation at the Namulonge Agricultural and Animal Production Research Institute (NAARI), Namulonge, Uganda, 2498), and orange flesh (high beta carotene) (clones TIS 9101 and TIB 4) . Because of open pollination and seed bulking, the individual parents and pedigrees of the released cultivars are unknown.
Description and performance
Details of important standard morphological descriptors [International Potato Center (CIP) , Asian Vegetable Research and Development Center (AVRDC), and International Board for Plant Genetic Resources (IPBGR), 1991] of the six cultivars are listed in Table  1 . Important quality attributes, disease and insect pest reactions, and horticultural traits are presented in Table 2 . All six cultivars have spreading vines and vigorous growth with dense foliage that suppresses aggressive weeds. The flower color in all the six cultivars is the same, pale purple limb with purple throat. Flowering, capsule formation, and seed set are sparse in 'NASPOT 1 ; moderate in 'NASPOT 2 , 'NASPOT 3 , and 'NASPOT 6 ; and profuse in 'NASPOT 4 and 'NASPOT 5 , enabling crosses to generate breeding populations under NAARI conditions without special treatment.
All of these materials have high storage root dry matter content (29% to 35%), a dry texture, and a slightly sweet flavor when cooked. Flesh color ranges from white to orange, with intensity varying slightly according to location and season.
The released cultivars were tested for 10 seasons on-station and on-farm during 1993-98 in replicated, multi-location yield trials in: 1) the warm, sub-humid short grasslands where weevils and drought are important; 2) the warm, moist, tall grasslands where viruses are severe; and 3) the cool, moist, southwestern highlands where Alternaria stem blight and low soil fertility problems are widespread. The cultivars were routinely evaluated for resistance to sweetpotato virus disease (SPVD), Alternaria stem blight, and sweetpotato weevils, Cylas puncticollis (Boheman) and C. brunneus (Fabricius) ( Table  2) . Classifications of the relative resistance to disease and insect damage were based on field evaluation under natural disease pressure and insect populations with the level of infection varying from low to high depending on agroecology. Storage root dry matter content, root yield, taste and desirable agronomic attributes (e.g., earliness, root size, shape, and stability of root traits) were also evaluated ( Table 2 ). All the released cultivars have field resistance to SPVD at NAARI where high natural SPVD inoculum pressure is prevalent, but none are immune when graft-inoculated with the disease. Although the six cultivars vary in susceptibility to sweetpotato weevils under field conditions, they are all highly susceptible in no choice tests under laboratory conditions. They are, however, potentially valuable as sources of resistance to sweetpotato virus disease and Alternaria stem blight in a high dry matter content background, and they have already been distributed by CIP to several countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. 'Sowola', from the Namulonge breeding program, and the landrace cultivars Bwanjule, New Kawogo, Tanzania, Tororo 3, and Wagabolige were released in Uganda in 1995 on the basis of their superior performance and consumer acceptance (Mwanga et al., 2001 ). They were included in the polycross block on the basis of field resistance to SPVD, high root yield ( 20 t·ha -1 on-station), high dry matter content of storage roots ( 30%), and good taste. The seven popular farmer landrace cultivars were 'Kanziga 1' (high yielder, susceptible to SPVD) from Jinja District, 'Old Kawogo' and 'Kyebandula' (high dry matter content and excellent taste) from Mpigi District, 'Sulaoluti' (early maturing, susceptible to SPVD) from Jinja District, 'Bikilamaliya' (good taste, susceptible to SPVD) from Kasese District, 'Mulerabana' (resistant to Alternaria stem blight, adapted to high altitude, susceptible to SPVD) from Kabale, and 'Bitambi' (high dry matter content) from Luwero District. The introductions from IITA were used as sources of high dry matter (clone TIS The wide variation in yield is attributed to variation in environmental factors such as erratic rain during some seasons, and differences in soil types in the different agroecologies. 
